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DENTON/COLLIN COUNTY LEADERSHIP ARTS INSTITUTE 
BRINGS COMMUNITY ARTSCAPE TO FRISCO 

 
DENTON/COLLIN COUNTIES—Frisco artist Zahra Jahanyfard has been commissioned 
by the Business Council for the Arts’ Denton/Collin County  Leadership Arts Institute 
Class of 2020 to create a 150-square-foot mural for Frisco’s popular Frisco Discovery 
Center. 
 
The Frisco Discovery Center was chosen as the mural site because of the broad, 
multicultural audience the Center serves in North Texas.  The project is underway in 
partnership with North Texas’ Business Council for the Arts, its Leadership Arts Institute 
(LAI), the City of Frisco, and the Frisco Economic Development Corporation. 
 
“To engender greater financial support for North Texas artists, as well as new 
opportunities for them to display their work, this class project was selected for installing 
in the Frisco Discovery Center because of its many diverse attractions as well as its 
educational programming,” said Chelsea Holmes, program manager for the regional 
LAI. 
 
A Welcome Addition to Frisco Culture 
 
The Center is currently home to the Sci-Tech Discovery Center, Blackbox Theater, 
Frisco Art Gallery, the National Video Game Museum, the Museum of the American 
Railroad, and is the future home of the Frisco Library.  “With an anticipated 50,000 
visitors each year, the location is ideal and creates a unique opportunity for the mural to 
serve as an educational focal point,” LAI project co-chair Kamal Bansi reported. 
 
Bansi added, “To increase the success of this and future art projects, LAI is working 
to establish a simple process for creating affordable murals in multiple communities. 
The artist’s design will be applied to the wall, using a colorful printed vinyl material. 
This allows more artists to participate and reduces installation time.” 
 

--more-- 
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Stephen Ross, public arts administrator for Frisco, said, “Public art projects such as  
this mural add to the unique identity and cultural life of our community.” Paige Points, 
Center supervisor, added, “To have Zahra Jahanyfard display her creativity more 
permanently at the Center is a dream come true.”  
 
“While this LAI class project is limited to a single location, we hope to inspire other 
communities to employ the vinyl process in order to increase opportunities for other                                                       
mural artists in the region,” Holmes noted. The $4,000 project has been primarily funded 
by donations from members of the 2020 LAI Class. Design elements include the sun 
and moon for light and darkness, the Earth, birds and other elements of nature. It will be 
on display beginning in mid-May. 
 
Business Council for the Arts 
 
The Business Council for the Arts (BCA) was founded in Dallas in 1988 by 
philanthropist Raymond D. Nasher, namesake of the city’s acclaimed Nasher Sculpture 
Center. According to Katherine Wagner, CEO, Nasher’s goal was to ensure that cultural 
growth in the North Texas region paralleled business growth. In 1989 the Leadership 
Arts Institute (LAI) was launched. Today, with LAI individually serving Dallas and 
Denton/Collin Counties, the nonprofit organization annually accepts some 100 to 150 
leaders from both business and creative communities to train for future volunteer 
positions as arts and cultural leaders. BCA’s 32-year history of bridging the arts and 
business communities in North Texas, combined with LAI’s commitment to expanding 
support for the arts through education and hands-on activities, ensure that each class 
project is executed with professionalism and purpose. 
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  TO ARRANGE MURAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
  PLEASE CONTACT CHELSEA HOLMES 
  AT 704.890.2318 IN DALLAS. 


