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Business Council for the Arts announces 34 members of its
Leadership Arts Institute Dallas Class of 2021

Dallas County — A cultural and civic minded group of business and nonprofit leaders have
been selected from a diverse cross-section of industries to participate in Leadership Arts
Institute’s Dallas Class of 2021, a keystone program of BCA that has contributed more than
1,300 graduates over its 30 plus year history.

Leadership Arts Institute began with its first cohort in 1989 as the first program of Business
Council for the Arts, an organization founded by Raymond D. Nasher and other Dallas
leaders in 1988 to develop the next generation of business and arts leaders invested in

supporting the arts in North Texas.

As Katherine Wagner, BCA CEO recently said "Now, more than ever, arts nonprofits need

innovative and informed board leaders from our business community."

This year’s 34 class members will join over 1,300 graduates who are committed to fostering
arts and culture in our communities. Leadership Arts Institute has matched graduates to
more than 170 nonprofit organizations’ boards of directors in North Texas, across the U.S.

and internationally.

The nine-month program has begun virtually this year due to the pandemic but will move to
in-person classes once safety can be assured for all participants. Class sessions are filled with
innovative, engaging material that include seminars led by expert speakers, introduction to a
variety of arts and culture venues, collaborative activities that showcase both visual and
performing arts, and an annual project that serves as a practicum to further supplement
understanding of the best practices for nonprofit board of directors members and knowledge

of current issues affecting cultural institutions in North Texas.
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Class Members of the Leadership Arts Institute Dallas Class of 2021 are as follows:

Madison Becker — Southern Methodist University
Scott Bollinger — City of Garland

Brad Brown — Jackson Walker LLP

Emily Brown — Southern Methodist University

Sam Brukhman — Verdigris Ensemble

Shannon Bryan — McWhin- Bryan, Inc.

Craig Carpenter — Thompson & Knight LLP

Jason Carr — The Law Office of Jason Carr, PLLC
Olievette Christian - HALL GROUP

Jess Collins — HOK

Machell Denson — American Airlines

Susan Fisher — Thompson & Knight LLP

Amanda Gadison — Thompson, Coe, Cousins & Irons LLLP
Clara Hinojosa — The Mexico Institute

Nicole Hooper, PhD — Nicole Hooper PhD PLLC
Jared Knight — Vinson & Elkins LLP

Joya Lang — AT&T Performing Arts Center

Kathryn MacDonell — Texas Health Resources
Andrea Mental — Starbucks

Heather Mishra — UT Southwestern Medical Center
Colleen Murray, DVM — VCA Katy Trail Animal Hospital
Jim Price — Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

Kara Rafferty — The Rafferty Firm

Ashley Sage — Southern Methodist University

Pritish Savant — NorthPark Management Company
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Savannah Saxton — AT&T Performing Arts Center

Timothy Shippey — The Beck Group

Lela Shook — UT Southwestern Medical Center
Madeleine Shroyer — Maddrey PLLC

Thomas Spencer — UT Southwestern Medical Center
Jana Wight — Thompson & Knight LLP

Bri Wunderli — Corgan

Abby Zohner — Corgan

Pete Zwick — Jones Day

Display Quotes from Leadership Arts Institute Dallas Class of 2020 Graduates:

Antonio Carr- American Airlines- “Leadership Arts was an eye opening experience that
provided exposure to the North Texas arts ecosystem and demonstrated the value of creative
industries and arts programming in our community. I would highly recommend LAI to

anyone interested in developing the skills necessary to be a leader in the arts community.”

Jhubin Moghaddamfar- Frost Bank- “Leadership Arts Institute Dallas is a great way to bring
the business community together to support the city we all love so much. Our vibrant arts

community needs our help more than ever, and it’s an honor to be able to support the arts.”
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